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Two readers, Messrs. Walter Webb and F. Cockroft, have suggested 
that we should reprint some of the articles, written long ago, by 
stalwarts, when the hobby was comparatively young. Our two readers 
have different reasons for making this ~uggestion. 

Mr. Webb would like us to give more attention to the old "bloods." 
He certairily has a point there. It is rarely that we turn the spot
light nowadays on Victorian papers. This is mainly because the 
readers interested in Victorian papers are very few in number. All 
the same, it would be a pity to allow that aspect of the hobby to wilt 
and die simply for the want of looking after it. 

Mr. Cockroft thinks we may be nearing saturation point in the 
matter of topics, and that to use old articles would lessen the strain 
on your editor whose job it is to fill the magazine. 

Generally speaking, I am thankful to say that there is no diffi
culty in filling the Digest, and I think that we manage to keep 
interest alive, even though, inevitably , we repeat ourselves at times. 

Mr. Cockroft suggests that readers might look forward to "This 
Month's Reprint" as a regular feature. One thing is certain. If we 
start a new feature, then one of the old ones will have to make way for 
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it. There are other points to consider. Fe,,1 of our present vTri ters 
woul d wish to see their old articles reprinted, but marry of those who 
have passed on w-rote splendidly in their time. Our knowledge to-day 
is much greater than it Vfas, say twenty years ago. In reprinting, 
t here would always be a minor danger of giving a new birth to the old 
errors. 

The majority of the gre a t articles of the distant past \•Tere of 
great lengt h - a great many of them were serialised, The serialisation 
of articles is unsatisfactory for several reasons , and it would be 
rare for Coll ectors' Digest to serialise any article to-day. 

We YTill , certainly, present one of these old artic l es in the next 
Annual. I t hink it will be v,elcomed. So far as the monthly is 
concerned - well, it all depends on you. We try to give readers what 
t hey want . If you ·woul d like some of th e old articles re-presented , 
,,TTi te and te l l me so - and le t me know· vrhat you think I should l eave 
out to make v1ay for it . 

A HUNDRED COJ:vIING UP : 
In t,'i'O months' time our "Let's Be Controversial" ser i es ,·Till 

reach its one hundred t h edition. ·This month, April, the series has in 
fact been running for exactly nine years. 

Something like 100 , 00C 1,,1ords have been printed in the nine years 
of "Let's Be Controversial" - t he eq_ui valent of t'<lo hard-cover books 
of average length. Sure l y almost every aspect of the Ha..~ilto n story 
has been touched upon in this series at some time or other. It is 
quite a staggering thought • 

Kindly readers have often told us ho,,T they would like to have t he 
Controversial series in book form, and t hough that is hardly likely to 
happen, it is pleasant to think that such a book might make a 
fascinating vol ume. 

In t he June issue of Collectors' Digest , our eminent contributor 
Roger Jenkins, under the title "A Hundred Not Out," reviews the Let's 
Be Controversial series. We think you ,•Till enjoy l ooking back with 
him. 

THE GREAT MARCH MYSTERY 
Let us give credit where credit is due. Our postal services are, 

occasionally, wonderful. Unfortunately, t~ey are also , at times, awful. 
During the weeks preceding publication day , the envelopes for 

Collectors' Digest are addressed and stamped . Where a subscription 
has expired, a reminder slip goes into the envelope. Then, when the 
nevr magazines arrive , the envelo pes are filled. The envelopes are 
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tied up in bundles, according to the initial le t t ers of the surnames 
of subscribers . A taxi is called , and a ll the bundles are carried 
awHy to the pos t-o ffice . 

Our March i ss u es were turned over to the post -of fice on March 
5 t h. Nearly a. 1.,reek later i t became c l ear th a t many of our K - 1 
subscribers had not received the ir copies. On :March 11th I made 
enquiries at the post-office. By Mar ch 13th , our K - 1 subscr i bers 
v,ere receiving empty envelope s , post - marked March 11t h . 

I t i s no t possible to state with absolute certainty that 1·1e did 
not , by some aberra tio n , omit to f i ll the K - L enve l opes. Slip-ups 
occ ur in the best of regu la te d house s . But i t rea l ly see ms unlikely 
that we could have tied up a bund l e of empty enve l opes withou t 
realising t hey vrere ernpty . There i :, a point whic h the pos t-o ff ice 
should answe r . Even if th e enve ] opes were empty, they wer e still 
clear ly addressed and stamped. 1vhy di d not they go for war d i n t he 
us ua l way on March 5t h, the day t te y ~1er e hande d. i n? And 1·1hy shou l d 
th ey be po~:;tmarked [•J£1rch 11t h , the day on ,-ihich I f,t ar ted my 
enquiries? At t he momen t , tl1e posta l author iti es have made no 
at te mpt to ans"rer t he question. 

It fieems to be a rnynt ery beyond the ski l l of f.'Ir. Wedgwood Benn. 
Maybe Sexto n Blake cou l d s olv e it. Though he often see m~, to be l ost 
in transi t too. 

THE EDITOR 

- - - -
NA'rI ONAL LI BRARY WEEK - J\IARCH 1 2 - 19 

Amongst the book displ ays throughout Brita i n in conne c tion 1.,ri th 
the ab ove , 1.-,as one i n Mens ton Public Library, near Ilkley. Thi s has 
be en a.rr1.:1nged by th e l i brarian of the IJorthern SECiction Old Boys' Book 
Club, and consist s of scores of bloods , stor ,y and de t ec tive paper s , 
an d comics, bet ·ween the years 1900 - 1 940. 

Some of th e i t ems in t he exhib it ion - al l fro m the clu b l ibr ar y -
inc l ude cop i es of Deadwood Dick, Buf fal o Bill , Robin Hood, Uni on J ack , 
Gre;yfri arf, Her ald , Hol iday Annua l . !"!any Jviagnet!3 - including Nos. 1 
and 1683 , Gems, Boys ' Friend \'i'eekly , etc., and weekl y comics , Chips , 
Butter f ly, Jester , Lot -o -Fu n, Rai nb o1t1, etc . etc. 

In add i tion t here is the Magnet Catalogue , the Ne l son Lee di tto, 
and such up-to-dat e item s as th e Author's & Writ e r ' s Who's Who, th e 
Greyfriars Pro spec tus, the L. P. record "Fl oreat Greyfriars " e t c . e tc. 
etc . Repor ts of the exhi bit i on appear in most Yorkshire papers. 
Another score for Fig gi ns & Co! 
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ODD CHARACTERS FROM 11COMIC LIFE" B;x: O. 1ll, 'w adham 

It cou ld never be said t ha t But terba ll ru1d Tall Thomas, those two 
f ront page characters of Comic Life in t he gol den age of comic papers, 
:~ould ever be classed in the same degr ee of popularity a s Weary \villie 
and Tired Ti m; or e1ren Dreamy Danie l fo r that matter. 

As a keen collector of old comic s, I have late ly been studying 
1919 iss ues of Comic Life, and I have corrre t o t he conc l usion t hat 
Butterball's tit1e was a mi snomer. 

The t ru th i s that Butterba ll should ha ve be en fat-faced and clean 
shaven. He could then have glo·wed with but tery visage, and li ved up 
to his name. 

True , he was ro tund enough , bu t all th~t face fungus th e li tt le 
ma.n had could hard ly be connected with a na.1ne li ke Butter'::Jall . 

.A..nd his companion, Tal l Thomas , was a disappointment too. Putting 
j_ t pla in l;y, he was too pot-be l lied to be r eally f unn.y. Too much he 
reminded one of a po li tician or a society "playboy." He cou l d have 
been more bean-li~e to l i ven up those Comic Life f ro nt pages wi th 
Butterball. 

In fa c t , lookin g over Henders on 's coloured Comic Life afte r so 
many moons have moved 8.'day I have decided th a t t1,;o more appea l ir 1g 
s trips than Butter ball and T. T. were wor t hy- of be ing se l ected for 
f ront page honours. 

First choice would be Pyjama Percy and Balmy Bill. Those two 
cheerfu l ly odd loo king fellows cou ld ·have scored full marks 1,,1i th 
col our treatment. 

Then t here was t hat other most original character, Scientific 
Silas. Maybe whoeve r invented the l'telicopter got the idea f rom t}1e 
hea d- gea r Silas a l ways wore. True he was never as f 1.1nny as P. Percy 
and B. Bi l l, but he wa s much more origina l ;,,ri th his strange sc i enti f i c 
escapades . 

It could ha '.re been t hat Butterba. 11 mid Tall Thomas ·were ret ained 
as rivals to Wea r y 1r'lillie and Tired Tim , so lon g " in the pink " i n 
Chips. I f so it was a mist ake that must have beer1 pl ai n to the 
Henders on firm when Comic Life " t ook the cou nt ," whi le Chips was still 
in its prime. 

Finally another t ~'lin g stands out in contrast in Comic Life's last 
years: Uncle Funn , who conducted "The Editor's Corner." He was 
pictured as a middle-aged Mr. Punc h type. Most o t her edito ria l 
,vri ters \vere shown as much more boyish types al to gether, and even 
elderly Mr. Chips lo oked far more cheerful. 
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Comic Life these ti1nes is hard t o come by , i·rhi ch sho ",,S it was 
r,ever very popular , but it ha s had int e resting pos sibili ti es , all the 

san1e. 

(EDITORIAL cor,n,IENT: I s the ~,horta ge of any ol d paper to - day an.y 
1 nd ication tl1a t it was not once popular? vle thi nk no t. Comic pa per s 
are sca r ce simply because, l ike the Boys' Fr i end, their very size 
made the m di fficult to preserveo I n addition, t he comics were 
usu a l l y the pro pe rties of young child ren - and yollng children tend 
to dest r oy as they go . 

I t is not easy to come by copies of the ol d Champio n , t hou gh 
very fe•,: peo ple , admittedly , seem to wif,h to co r:1e by t~1em. Yet the 
0hampion i s reputed (and I am not cor1vinced of ·i t) to hc:,ve had cl 
circu l at io n far in excess of the Gem and t he Magn et). 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
CLIFF HOlJSE By l'Jorman Li nford 

I th ou gh t the Annua l was fi r st r R.te thi s ye ar and can 1,ell 
i magi ne the ti me and pat ie nce required to produce su ch a good re sult. 
I n particulc-:.r I thorou p,h l y enjoyed the a.r ticle on Mr. 11'lhew:ay and the 
v,rri tings of Cliff House School. As Cl iff House is of partic u la ,r 
i.r,terest to me, fol lo r.,ring my adver t i n t he Annu.al, I ob t ained a copy 
of BESSIE BUJITTER OF CLIFF HOUSE SCHOOL r.·rri tten ·oy Charles H,cunil ton , 
pcs t- v1ar , under hi s pen na,'lle of Hi l da Richard s. This story I did riot 
er:joy a.t a l 1 and was left with t he impression, which has so of ten been 
expre ss ed by ot l'1er pe ople , tha t i t was really o. story of Grey fria rs 
s ubstituing girls ' n£:.mes for boy s c Jl. lot hc1s been wri tt e r1 ab out 
Ct farle s Harr.i l to n ' s wTi tings on Cl if f Houi:,e and tha t he had not t he 
fl a,i.r fo e writing f or g i r l s, bu t I would l ike to say tha .t on re- read 
ir.g the f ir st si x s tori es of Cli f f House t:ha t he wTote in the School 
Frte nd in 1919 I th irL'k at t ha t tim e he ha d t he rig ·ht approach . I 
tr.ink tho se fir s t six stories were ve r J g·ood. 'I'o me anothe r i nter-
is.sti ng thin g i s th at in su bse quent years vJhe n 1t1ri t i ng ebout Cl iff 
Ho1,,1se in the Mag net Mr. Ha.'l1il ton g :i ve s t he reader the impre ssion th a t 
the on l y char acters whic h mattered a.t Cliff House apart fro m Bessie 
Bunter , ,1ere Iviarjorie F.aazeld en e an d Cl a ra Trevelyn. He hard l y ever 
refers to Barbara Redfern , ye t in his first six stor i es in The Schoo l 
F:ri end he giv es very great prominence to he r , J~a.be 1 L;ynn and others. 
~i nal l y, even Mr. Hamilton forgot t he name of one of his characters 
v.r11en i·Tri ting Bessie ·Bunter of Cliff House School by referring to 
Cissie 'rr ain when this should have been Ciss i e Clare. 
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DANNY'S 
APRIL 19 16 

Eas t er came pretty la te t his year . I think i t was a lmost as 
late as i t coul d possib ly be . 1,le all spen t East e r with my Mum's 
grea t- aunt Anne at Wimbledon, and I a l ways ha d to chang e int o my 
s lippers i n t he hall , f or she i s a very par t icu la r l ady. 

On the Satu rday we went to Wimbled on Theatre arid saw a \•tonderful 
rnagi c sho w ca l l ed Jl,laskely ne ' s Myste r i es, f r om St . Georg e's Hal l i r1 
London. 

On EP..ste r J\'Ionda y 11e went to a ci nema ca l l ed Kir1g' s Hall and s aw ·· 
Ali ce Bra dy in "Cup of Chance " and Tom r1Iix i n "The Stag e Coa ch Guard." 
There 1lfa~3 al so a ver y fu nny Keystone ca l l ed "Amb r ose I

f, Sour Gr apes ." 
A ra ther awfu l af'f:,Iir occurre d in Here fo r d t hi s mor1t h . ·There waf; 

,'.:l f ir e durin [ a ch ildr en ' s 1nnti nee at the Garrick 'i'hea tre , Her ef or d , 
and 8 ch i ld re n v.rere k j.l leci , 

'rhe Rookwood ta1es in t he Boys' Fri end hrrve al l been pr e t ty goo (l. 
Pe ele of Rook·doocl is a fi ne i mpers onator, and i r1 t he fjrst t A.l e " In 
Deep Disgu i s e", he disguised himse l f afl r~r. Boot l es a11cl l a i d be t s ·~;i th 
J oey Hook, the boo kmHker . I t was t o embarrass J'(r. Boot l es . 

"The vlrong Sort " th e next week was a ne,,i bo:f named Lord Morni n.gt on. 
H.e ar ri ved at Rook11ood ;,,1i t h his va l e t, J e:nki ns . f•lorni ng to n remi nds me 
of what the Bour1der of Grey'"fr iar s use d to be . 

In t he nex t s tory, "A Dis grt~ce to Rookwood , " Morni ngton ca.used fl 

d i s tu rbance at a pub ca l l ed the Pea l of Be l l s, ;,1nd pretende d t ha t h i s 
name '.'las Jimmy Si lv er . J immy only jus t escape d a l ot of t roub le . 

After thi s came "J i mmy Silver I s Sacrif i ce , " and I t hink this must 
have been wr i tten before th e Morn ingt on s to r i es . Jimmy and Rav>is on 
,,,ere both i n f or an ex am to 1..rin t he Gre ek pri ze of £ 20 but J immy 
rea li s ed t hat Rav,s on re ally needed t he money , s o Jirmny f ai l ed pur pose l y , 
f•lorni ngton i.vas not i n t l1is ta le, but he was back aga i n in t he mon t h 

I
s 

fi nal s tory "The R.i val Recruit s ." Morr J-i ngton hates J irru:iy, :md i t~ ::111 
out to make t roub l e for hi m. 

I think t he Magnet has slipp ed do1-1nl1i l l a l ot s in ce t l1e white 
cover came i n . Thi s mon th's t al es have been rath er thir d r ate , thoug h 
t he f irs t one , 11r1Iicky Desmon d' s Luc)<" was p1,1ssa bl y good . Desmond 
f ound a valua ble Sandwich I sl an ds • st amp i n ar1 old albwr; , an d it wa s 
in t eres ti ng as d i f fe re nt peo pl e t ried to get posses s i on of it. Th.e 
sec ond t a le "The ·rerr ib le Two" was qui t e s tup id and made me f ee l c ros s . 
'r,,10 bi g fe llo ws named Bob and Cur ly \villi arns joine d t he Remove and -



Page 8 

we re put in "Stu dy 17 whi ch h!-ipp ens to be vaca nt." They l i cke 1l Harry 
W'.n.a rton & Co, and one of them ever 1 bec ame captain of t he Remove. 
Fir ,al ly it turned ou t t hat they v1ere old enoug h to join t h e arr ny ~ and 
they had be en pu t up t o goi ng to Gr eyfriars l'i~o a joke by Ponf,onby. 
As if fellov1s could walk in t o any school like th a t! Utter rub bish, 
and a b l ot on the r>1a6'Il.et. 

"False Evidence" v1as a peculi a r tale. Mr. Quel ch vra s knocked 
do11Jn fmd stunned as he stopped to light his pi pe in the l ane . Bob 
Cherry and Joh .nny Bull were blame d for attac kin g h im . All very un
satisfact i onary - and I'm sure Mr. Quel ch doesn' t smoke a pip e . 

"The Upper Hal1.d'' was be t ter , l)ut r a t he r melod r amatic. A Mr. 
rll 1:1ck had rep laced f·Ir. Las ce l les . 'din ga te had ,1 fe ud vJi th Carne. A 
con vict s aved Wi nga.te from death in the ca ves , cmd Wingate befrie nded. 
hi m. The convict turr1ed out to be Ca r ne' s f a t!'ler . 

"Coker' :3 Conscript" v1as pas sa bly amu.s ir ,g . Coker t hought t ha t a 
man n1~med Fi l ey ou ght to be in t he ar my, s o he ~:et abo 11t maki ng Filey 
j oi n the a rmy . 

Dru!' y Lane The atr e has t>ecorne 3 c.1nema f or r., se as on . Doug took 
me there t o see t he f i l n; "The Bir t h of a fJa.tio n ," 1.-lhi c t is said to be 
a re al mas terpie ce by d -i rector D. 1'i. Gri ff i th . It 1.1as a very 1 ong 
pi e ture, and qu i te excit in g in pl a ces. 'l'he Ku Klux Kl an carne ir 1to it. 
·r11e orc he stra and t he sound ef f ects i·Tere gr ea t. 

Da.d was l iv i d when he heard th a t Doug had pa id 2/6 each for 
s ea ts ( and no half - price fo r me ). Dad s a id : "A hal f - a-cro trn to s ee 
:;i. film. You must be mad. You' 11 come t o want ." 

A new seria l entit l ed "The Di amond From th e Sky" ha s started at 
our Popular Pictu re Pa la ce. It feature s Lot tie Pi ckford 'dho is :!Vlary' s 
c3istei:· but not much li ke her. The se rial is in 30 ep isodes, v,h i ch 
s eems an a1,if ul lot. StiJ 1, "The Explo i ts of Elaine" is in more t han 
t hat nurnber of ep is odes, but they had a se cond s p::1sm called "The 
Further Exploits of Elaine" and now "~1ore Expl oits of El a ine" - so 
it 's re a lly three ser i als in one. 

Doug has had t he Uni on Jack eacb week, and i t see ns to be wel l 
up to standE!r.d. I lik e the tales abou t Leon Kestre l . '.Phe first and 
last of the month introduce d Kestrel, a nd were calle d , res pectably, 
"913; or th e Case of the Aniline Formu l a ," (Blak e 's littl e monopl ane 
came into this t a le again) an d "Tr1e Aff ai r of the Dutc rt Merchant." 

I ,,1asn' t very keen on "The Place of Fire" whic h iritroduced Sir 
Richard Loseley and Lobangu, the Zulu. But "'.Phe Marte l Squar e Affair" 
was a very good mystery yarn about a Turkish bath. 

I had a Boys' Friend Library this month entitled "Charlie 
Chaplin's Schooldays," by Sidney D::-ew, but it wa s far too sil ly, and 
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I 'm sure it is not a true story . I als o had a !'Jelson Lee Library 
entitled ''The Ship of Doom" which was about Nelson Lee in his fight 
~ith the Green Triang l e, a band of crooks. 

It has tee n a good month in th e Gem, though I really wasn't a ll 
that keen on "Conscripts" of St. Jim 's . " I t kind of made me feel a 
-oi t uncomfortable. Ivlr. Selby has been keen on getting all young men 
in to the army, but , by a trick ·wi th a newspaper , the boys make him 
think that the army age has been raised to 51, and he is very nervous 
;.vhen he t h i nks he will be ca l led up . It somehov; di dn • t seem quite 
r i gh t that boys should make a man of r·'lr. Selby's age look such a foo l . 

"D'Arcy ' s Debt," though, was a dream of de l ight , when Gussy 
refurnished Study No. 6 on the hire - pur chase system. A real gem. 
Julian and ~'lr. ~ioses played pl easant parts in this t ale . 

"The Ele,renth Man" ·was a tiresome ta l e. Cousin Ethe l got on the 
rai J.,,a;y line ir1 a fog , and sorr,ebody rescued her from a train . Lev i sor 1 
claj.m ed he was the rescuer, but it was really Lumley - Lumley. "The 
St. Ji m's 1,var- 'worke r s '' 1,1as good fun and very en j oyable . 01·Jing to the 
shortage of man- pov1er , due to the WB.r, some of the boys took spa re
time job s . Gussy helped a chimney s1-1eep, arid. finished up as a barber's 
boy. Quite a rib - tick l er. 

Lastly, "A 11iissio n of :t-'Iyst ery, 11 though it ,'las not Ivlartin 
Clif f ord ' s usual sty l e , was ve r y good and I l iked it . Gussy was 
given a large sum of money by a mysterious ~'lr. Poppe, the on l y condi -
tion being that he had to spend all the money in three days. Quite a 
viinner . 

We're going to have some magic in our 01.·m lives, it seems , A 
committee has recommended t he government to g i ve us an extra hour of 
daylight eve r y evening. It vlill be just marvellous if par l iame n t can 
do t h is , and I hope they do . It 1"1il 1 give me an extra hour for 
cricket in the evenings, t hough the fa rmers a r e against it as t hey say 
it wil l annoy their cows . If this inagic th i ng happens, it wil l be 

· next month . 
Oh, and milk has gone up to 6d a quar t. Prices are getting 

something awful . 
----- -- - ---- ---- -- - - ----- -- ----- - --

FOR EXCHANGE AND SALE: Four Hol i day Annua l s , 1925, 1926, 1927, 1928, 
in exce l lent to mint condition. Wi ll exchange 3 of these for Gems 
753 to 764, Will sell the fourth for £2 . 

Write : Box C.R. c/o Collectors ' Digest , Exce l s i or House , Grove Rd ., 
Surbiton . 
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NELSON LEE COLUMN 
( CO}IDUCTED BY JACK vlOOD) 

A LETTER FROM ST. FRANK'S By ,Tim Cook 

Most stories end with a moral ; mine starts wit h one. 
HAVE A POLICE RECORD. 

I t is: NEVER 

Jack Frinton , of the six t h, wi l l never forget his l a.pse into 
crime f or he will never be allowe d t o . The po l ice wi l l gen tly re-
ca l l the ti me when he commit ted a f,eries of rob ber ies a round t he St. 
~r ank's neighbour hood and a l thoug}1 the the f t~1 were of minor i mpor t
ance i n comJ)arison to the more serious bur gla ry t hat followed Frinton 
,,las .invoJ.ved to suc h an exten t that t he Ba.rming t on pol ice a.rr ested 
him and cha.rged him wi th the assa u l t or1 a ma.nservant. 

It 1-1as a mo~~t brutal a tt nck fo r a poker hf1d been used F.ind the 
r.1an had ter ri ble }lead i n j uries . 

But HS all th e de t Hi l s were r ec orde d under t he t itle of "The 
t(yst e r i ous X" I won 1 t delv e any more i n to S t , Fr ank 's past }1ist ory . 

But i t seeins t ha t his t ory has reper1 t ed itself a s i t has fl l1abi t 
of do in g. J._ series of r obb eries in Bell to n , Baru1i ngt on ari .d the out 
ly i ng di s tr i cts had a fruniliar ring a.bout t he m fo r i n each case a 
card was l eft behind with a...r1 "X" prir it ed or. it and a l though th e th efts 
were minor and of very l it t le ·va lu e to the thi ef In r,pec tor ,Jameson of 
t ~1e Banr1i ngton po l ice ve ry na turB. lly t hough t of Frinton of t he sixth 
forn 1 a t St. FrarLl<' s. 

For Fr i nt on had once comrni tted a series of small tl1efts from 
housen and shops and had l eft a card after each crime bear i ng t he 
l eger 1d '":'he r1Iysterious X." Thus Inspector J ames on could be forg i ven 
fo r linki ng Frin to n with t he ro bber ies for they had a sim il ar i ty t ha t 
a t once recalled the "Mysterious X" cri mes. 

There i s an old saying "Give a. dog a bad name and hang r1im" 
whic h must of necessity enter into a po l ice man's train in g. Each 
crirr1ina l has his own hal l mark and it is t his th at sends t he po l ic eman 
to h im when a cr i me has bee r1 corn..111i tted beari ng s i gns f ami liar to th e 
crimina l's modus oper andi . 

'rhus it was tha t I nnpec tor Jameson was seen enterin g the Tr ian gle 
a t St. Frank's the other cold morning on hi s 1vay to see Nelso n Lee 
first and Fri n ton later . 'rhe inspector ivas a pompous ass and an 
arr ogan t officer bu t it ,,,as quite natural he woul d investigate 
Frinton's movement s at the out s e t . Any police officer given si milar 
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clu es would do the same. 
The news of the inspector's vi s it went round the school l i ke wild 

fire. Chambers of the Fifth happened to be crossing the Triangle when 
the inspector arrived and Cuthb ert Chambers mentioned it to Clive 
Russe l l, the Canadian junior, who passe d on the ne,·rs to Bob Chr i stine, 
hea rd by young Bi ll y Dale of t he Eas t House. 

In no time at all everybody at St. Frank's kne,, of th e inspector's 
v isit and specu l ation was rif e . Ni pper , being Nelson Lee's assistant, 
tTas expected to expl ain ,,:hy the police had come to the school but even 
Nip per ,,,as myst i fied. No sta rtli ng events had occurred ·which ·woul d 
-oring the police to St. Frank I s and t he ol d school was in one of it s 
quiet periods when the hum-drum existe nce of school l i fe follov.red day 
af te r 1t1eary day. 

And so i t was dest in ed to con tinu e in t his fas l1ion . For Jac k 
Frin t on, ;,ifte r a series of inve s tig f.ition s and chec kings , was proved t o 
be in t he c l ea r . In f ace of l~el s on Lee I s exhausti,,e enq u irie s 
Inspec tor James on vlas convinced of Fri ntor.. 1 s innocence c-u1d at th e end 
of t he day the inspector l eft St. Fra nl<:' s a much wiser man. 

But who wou l d ha,re tho ught Fr i 11ton ·was goir1g to hav e hi s past 
raked u p lik e th i s, Does i t mean he will never be free fr om suspicion 
,<1henever ro bberies simi l ar to those he committed himself ar e car r i ed 
ou t ? I'm afraid it does. But he has one comforting thought. Wit h 
Nel son Lee behind h im he need ha ve no fe ar . The days 1vhen Frin t on 
kept bad company are l ong since over- and Lee kn ew it . But it di dn't 
prevent Inspect or Jameson making th e routine enqu i ry ·which must auto
mati cal ly follo,,, 1,hen cases bear a similarity, 

• • • • • • • 

Dr . St aff ord , th e headmaster, ha s rece i ve d £500 from an anonymous 
s ource. The o t her morni ng he fou.rid a lo ng envelope in his mai l 1'ii th 
t he money in fi ver s and a le tter i n i t. It \fa s addre ssed to him per
so nall y and re que sted h im to "give the j un iors a go od time." As it 
was s i gned 11v1ell wisher " the Head co n ta cted Nelso n Lee fo r adv ice. 

But for once th e famous schoolm as te r - detective was at a l os s . 
Ju st how do you gi ve a junior sc hool a "good ti me " with £ 500 ser 1 t 
an on;ymous l y? The money may ha·.re be en stolen and the t h ief anxious to 

6et it of f h is hands in a fit of remorse or a guilt complex; or it 
may ha.•.,-e been a j oke, al th oug h had the gift been i n the form of a 
cheque the joke would have back-f i red ha d t he cheque been re ~urn ed with 
RD written a cross it. For such v1ould have bee n exp ect ed; but here 
\vas £500 in fivers - a hundre d of the m - real cash. 
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Accord i ngly , aft er connu l tin g •.-1i th P·1r . Lee , th e Head decided to pl~1ce 
t he money in :his safe for the time being in the hope t he donor woul d 
raake himsel f known later. I t isn' t eas y to give money away ! 

• • • • • • • 

!vippe r ha.s wri tten to me ab ou t th e ~,eat her at St. Frank's. It 
has be en rai ning continuous l y for six days and many parts of th e 
countryside are floo ded. 'l'he re is fea r for a retu rn of condi t i ons 
s i mi l ar to tl1os e which 1·rere reco rded in t he s e r i es und er t he head i ng 
"The Great Flood At St . Frank's" bu t tJi :pper assttres me i t could neve r 
be as b:::1d as that again . 

The Pir,e Hil l re servoir , which supplies Ba..nningto n wit h i ts wf1t ~yr, 
would riever aga ir , burst its gr anite wP..11~; and 1'lo od Edeemore, St. 
Fr1:1r_k':, and Bel l ton. It }1ad been rebuilt to last a hundre d yea rs. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
PEJ'lTELOW' S SCHOOL STORIES By Gerry Al l ison 

Jiot everyone wil l agTee with La1.1rie Sutton' s opini on of' Pentelow 
:,1~1 a ·.,rri ter , or wi th his statem er:t in the r·1arch "Col lectors i Di{:~est, 11 

thi:tt 11acb .1D.11y, J< I:-T.P., ;,.;as qui. t e out o~· hir3 dE'Jpth in •,rr it.i.n,t; for a 

weekly pa.per." 
I won.der i f Laur·ie has ever heard of th e 'deekly paper "PLUCI(," or 

r~,a.d the t1uperb st ories [,bou t i·lycl i.ffe and Hrlygarth ~,ch ools, whicl1 , 
cormn~~nc:ing in Janua ry 1907, r,01n for many yc~E1rs therein? 

;l'l1ey were l ate r reprinte d p!'ac t ical ly completely in s orne thirty 
odd co1)ies of tho :30YS' :?RIEND LI3RP.iff wl1ich is where I first read 
them. The se copies of tho Jl, F . L, ure noid a.rr.ong tl·,e mes t tr0asured 
i t em13 in r:iy col lec t ion of old boys! ·oooks. Thi-i t I am not fll one in my 
estimate of Pente l or.,;, tr1e two followirit; extracts wil l show. 
HEP:OErtT LECKEN5Y - COLLECTORS' DIGEST A}TI'ITJAL, 1952 : ''I sr1all always 
contend that in them (th e Wycliffe stories) , Jol1r. Ni x Fen t el ovr, ,orrit
in g as J acE. lJor t h , gave some of t he e1·eates t cht:Lracter s t 1..1di es , made 
life in a f i c t ici ous boys 1 school more realistic , and expressed s ome 
of the f ines t ser1t imer1t ever to appear in stories of their kind, " 

fiAl1RY Erl.OSTER - COLLEC'I'ORS' DI GES'£ A.NNUAL, 1958 : "Stor i es ric h with 
~l\Enour , schoolboy pr&.nks, t he sins and sorr ows of the av era ge boy, in 
s ome cases pa t hos , but mostly al l fu ll of sp ort and aciven tu re. Noth i ng 
to o far-fe tched in th es e yarns , just enough of that l it tl e bit of 
ex tr a to make a good plo t . Such stories were t hose written by tha t 
very versati l e au th or John Nix Pentel ow. • .. I thirJc he exce l l ed with 
his school stories.'' 
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Charle13 Lclillb once suggested th .g,t we shoul d s in g gra ce before 
reading Shakespeare . Well , I cert a inly feel li ke singing the 
st udent 's song GAUDEAMUS IGITUR (l e t us th ere f ore rejoice) whenever I 
begin - once again - the marvellous s agas of Wycli ff e and Haygarth ! 
"Vivat Academia! Vivant Pr ofes sores ! Vivat membrum quodlibet! 
Vivant membra quae lib et, Semper si nt in f lor e !11 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

H AM IL TON I A NA 
LET'S BE CO]'l'ROVERSIAL 

No. 98. FOR THE RECORD 

I t is four montl1s s i 11ce the Fr t:mk Richa r ds lor ,g- pl 1:::ying re cor d 
came on the market , and ·we have purp os ely refr 1-1ined from t akir1g a 
cr itic al loo k a.t i t unt il no,,r. Pl e:'.lty of reader s hav e sent the i r 
impression s to us by l etter , and al1nos t T,1i th out exce ption these 
readers, i n the ha ppy glow of possessing such A. sp ler 1did memento of 
the G.O.M., ha ve l it tl e but hearty pr aise for i t. 

In my vi ew it is extre mely good, but it is not beyond critici sm, 
and I thi nk it could have been a good bit bet t er than i t is . 

The sta r of the r eco r d. - Charl es Hamilton himse lf - is super b . 
It is quite asto undin g to hear a man of 85 so f l uen t and confident. 
Pl enty of t he pol itic ians , and others accus to med to publi c-spea king , 
who bore us on te levisi on1,1ith t heir "ers" and "ahs " and "ums," could 
find a l ess on in the e l oquence of t hi s 85-year old gen ius. 

Personally , I l ik e the se cond s id e of t he reco rd very much be tter 
than the first. I am inc lined to agre e wit h our r e1,1der who ,,1ished 
th a t the song "Fl ore a t Gre yfriars" had been sung in English ra th er 
th an in Latin. I t hin k the s ong i s put over too s lo .. 1ly and s tod gi l y . 
A good l yric, set t o a good rousin g tune, and su ng T.·ri t h brig htness and 
8pi r it would have given everythi ng an inspiri ng start and , l a t er on , a 
3tri kin g finis h . I f , at the end , the song had come over as thoug h 
f rom a distance, tbe effec t woul d have been unforg ett ableo 

I t hi nk it ·was an exce l le nt t ouch to have a short readi r1g from 
th e commencement of th e very f i rst G·reyfriars st ory , but, genera l ly 
s peak in g, I t hi :nk there was far too much readi ng on the first si de of 
t he rec ord . It al l depends , of cour se , whet her you li ke to be read to 
or not. I delig ht in readin g the sto r i es for mysel f , but I am l eft 
col d by anyone el se reading a chunk aloud. 
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We can accept that the circu mstances were exce ptiona l, but, i n 
t hat case , the reader should have bee n exce pti onal. For th e most 
part he l acked adequate expres sion. Ther e may have been a psycholo gi 
cal advantage in t he reader havin g a j uvenile, rather high - toned 
voice , but deeper t ones 1·1oul d have made fo r more inte re sting listen 
in g. 'l'he reader ·was accurate, but he became monot onous - and that 
should have been avoided at all costs. 

He was best i n th e Hurree Si ngh ext ract, but he f ai l ed sadly as 
Quelch, and he made Gos l ing s ound l ike a sprightly coc kney . 

I f the reading of s o many passages ·was nece ssary and desirab l e , 
and I ques t ion thi s , then the re adtng should have been done by a mFJn 
who ·was al s o a dr ama tic actor. 

Some years back I heard GeorgEi Sev,ell - now a char ac ter actor, 
famous on stage ,md TV - read a rvlagn(~t c}'i.apter a t a mee tin g of the 
London club. No;,1 that war:, something excep tion al, fo r Geor ge could 
both read and act. He managed to en tr ance , ,,;her e the a·verage rea der 
bore s . 

Read.ings fail, of course , becau se the re ader seldo m puts a.cross 
our own personal pic ture of the ch1:iract e r s in question. .And ejacula
tio ns like "Ha , l1a , ha" and 11Yarooh11 j ust mana ge to ge t by i n pri n t, 
but sound quite absur d and unbeli evab l e when anyone trie s t o read 
th em. 

The whole record is ext remel y well edited, and the little 
musica l aside s are cle ver ly use d. On the second si de , Char le s 
H81llilto n ' s various comments are obviou sly rep l ies which he made to 
questio ns asked by an in t er vie,1er. Tr1e i ntervie1t1er did his job 
reas onably well, but not re al ly well enough. His questi ons could 
have brought out a good deal more than they di d. 

The intervie,ler knew why the rec ord ,1as being made - but did he 
rea lly kno,, a gre at deal of the Hami l ton story? 

The record was made on account of the fame that came to Charles 
Hamilt on since the end of the war, and on acco unt of t he publi ci ty 
which Bil l y Bunter has rec ei ved since 1945. It has been assumed by 
so many people , 1-fhose knowledge of the whole t hi ng is superfic ia l , 
that Bi l ly Bunter made Charl es Hamil ton f amous. 

In fact, the post -,l ar Bunter is merely a fraction of the Hamil ton 
story. Fame came to Charl es Hami l ton in th e pos t-war years, but it 
was earned l ong bef ore the second ,,,rorl d ,Tar. 

Frune came to Charles Hamilton because, when it became possible 
for his st ories to be published again, the "old faithfuls" remembered. 
'rhey had never for gotten th e great days of the Magnet, the Gem, the 
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Popu l ar and tl 1e res t . It ·was t he "o ld fai t hfu l s " \•rho really broug ht 
fame t o Charles Hamil tona Though th e post - war Bunte rs were ostensibl:, 
writ t en for a ne, ,; gene ra tiori, i t was th e "old fai thfuls " who were 
responsibl e for the pub l i c i ty whicl 1 made t hem so success f ul. The 
post-war Bunter was no thing outstanding. The post - ·war Bunter, withou i 
our memories , would have been an a l so-ran. 

Professionals, ·wit h the i r iriadeq uat e lmov,l edge , have cashed-in or 
the phen omenon . Candidly, I doub t wheth er Charles Hamilton hi mself 
e·ver realised how much he oi::ed to the "old f a ithfu l s" - at any rate, 
if he rea lis ed it, he never admitted it. He, too, s1.lbscribed to t he 
fa ll acy th a t his \•Tork ori the post-·war Bunter ha d brought him fame. 

The record, excell ent and heart-·wa rming though it is , could have 
bee n so much bet t er if the interviev 1er who asked the que stions, had 
knovm th e entire Hamil ton stor y as ,,re kno w i t. I f you or I had been 
asking t he question, v,e shou l d never ha ve ~1llo wed t he record to be 
made witho ut refe rer,ce t o Tom Ivlerry·, Art hur Aug'..lstus 1 J immy Si l ver , 
th e Ri o Kid , Cedar Cre ek , Ken Kin g . 

Pro bably the record make r asswned th a t the bu,y-ers of th e recor·d 
wou l d be the new generat ion whi ct t.as t ak en .d1.lnter to its hear t. I , 
mysel f , have no a.oub t at a l l t hat mos t of the ne1·1 gene ration ha.0.re 
ignored t he r ecord, and tha t its main sup .por t l1as come from the "o ld 
faithfuls." 

Perhaps this is a ll carping . It is v1or1derful to ha ve the record 
a t all. It is a magnifi cent tribut e to the ,rforld.'s grea tes t b oys ' 
aut hor . :f.iaybe it is u nge ne rous eve n to think that it could have been 
a great deal better than it is. Or, maybe it \·1as inevitable that 
something so keenly anticipa ted should vaguely disappoint. 

* * * * * 
COtJTROVERSIAL ECHOES 

No. 96 . THE ROSE (F ur t he r v ie1·1s) 

NEIL LAivffiERT: Opposin g a reader's 'Jiew , I must s ay that I fin d t he 
mor e unusua l names of character s in the Buddl e stories much more 
fascina t i ng th an the co mmon or ga r den variety of Smit h , Jones, 3ake r, 
Roberts , Woods, etc. 1tle come in to contact 1rfi th t hese names in every 
day l ife and into that glorious pas t age of schoo l boy life it is 
pl easant to esc ape temporar i ly. 

Antrobus, Iro ny , Restar i ck~ and Vande rlyn are al l out of the 
or d inary names and th ey make a viv id impression on t he mind with the 
charact ers they portray. 
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any 
the 

I t i s int eresti nl_?; t o no t e th a t Char l es Hc-:1"il t on did no t i n troduce 
Jo nes , Woods, or Srni th s and t he l i ke in to l1i s stories ( wit )-, perh ap~3 
one exc eption of t he no torio us Vernon-Smit h :) 

Ins te ad 1;1e have on the on e har.d our heroes D' A:rc;y , Wl1art on , 
Cherry , Tom Merry , Nugent e t c ., - r,,leas £tn t s oundin g names, whilst on 
the ot he r ~10 l1ave the cads , Skinn er, Snoop, Racke etc ., - ob j ection 
ab l e soundine:: na.mes which typified th eir charact er s . 

One \..;onders if Bunter woul d ~?"ver have at t ained his 't!Orld ;,,ride 
fame with a na me li ke J ones or Jo hnson~ 

GEOFFREY WILDE: I was am1.lsed t o see you t Hken t o t ask for t he oddit y 
cf th e names in th e Sla de st or1e 11. I "-,··p,,,., ,,1 ,.•r1vc: fr-,lt 1n ! 1.c.1.\; \,_;. , ..... ;., · J .... 'J ' - answer t o 
t he Sha.kes pe ,;r·ean quei, tj on, t ha t tr 1or c i s a lot i n o. name , I magine 
the de t e c t i ve c:nl led Billy Bl ake or th e f .:1t Owl Sexton Bunter - le t 
:-i1or1e t,ubr,ti tu.t ing Gi l l or Clo f;g for t he r:;urne .. mes . Person a 11::l I 
:-JJ ,,vay::~ l i l<f, so !!le d i t, t inc t i vo t ou ch in t he nr:;.::·,er:· of 1 Aad i ng chcirac t err , 
thc1t ho lps t o corLfPr ro t:,l indi ·vi dual ity, so I aGI a .. Ll in f av our of the 
t o11ch of t he unu1,v.LJ i r.: Antro bus or I rony. Ar, you sr:.,y, i t is often 
thus in rea J .li f e : or1e of rr.y-clas [::.es co ri t<'.=i:i11t~ }JUp] 1~.~ nt.:.mcd ChowEtniec , 
Stefm1 iu k , a.nd Sucha no·.,;sk i . 

HicJJn.il to n had in many way~, a m11rke r: f l o.ir for n.smes , and coul d 
l':Ore over rely on hin groat sk ill of cha r ac t e r isa tion to l e nd e•jen the 
mor e corruuonplae;e n~,mes a person rt1 <;,-ual.i ty . One mig ht compa.re Jimmy 
Walkf, r of th .e Gre yfriDrs Si xth with Ha.wk Wal ker of Pack1,a dd le - t he 
foren ame conveys t he diffe r ence i n charac ter at a st rok e . But his 
abi li ty in th i s direc t i on ope r a t ed wi thi n a very l i mi t ed r~,;.nge , and 
over tho wide sco pe of Hami l ton charac t e r s I would say fa r too few 
names have t ha.t sa v in e touc h of i ndiv i duality ; to o r:1any a re cut from 
t h::: same cl ot h, How many names at Cr e~vfri r,:r-1, end in - er? A.nd ho w 
many , when QJJe l ch , l'ile.ulever er , Verr: on-S mith flLd per haps rtnot her one 
or t wo ha:ve hee .n se t aside , have ,qny I'EJall y dis tine ti ve ci1.1:::.li ty? 

8ERALD ALLISON: Nomc:r,clat,.rre i s 0. f [,scina t i ng su bject , but as lon g 
ns t>ie chn.r a<::ter s are intere s ti11g: and a live , art unusua 1 name doesn ' t 
m:~tte r. I find Al an AJ1trobus as re al as Eric Kildar e . 

Her e a.re the names of some of P . G. 1tlodehouse I s sch oo lb oy 
ch1:tr acters P.t Wryk)rn , ta.ken from Vol. XI I I of •HJ1HE CP.PTAIN" :
Shoeblossom , J. R. Lea t he r - t wig g , c1~1phane , Henfr ey, Se l,llic ke, Tibbit , 
FostlethwA. i te and G. Montgomery Chapple . All 'most unu s ua J' as Alan 
Ste1;1art wou l d s ay , but al l as con vi 11c in g to me as I rony , Resta ric k 
and Antrobus. 

LARRY MORLEY: I knew H fel l ow called Antro bus i n th e arrny . He came 
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fro m Liverpool , and na i d i t was not a n u11corrll!lor1 nmr.e in the Nor t h-
east. 

I don't agree wi t h yo u when you s a..y th flt yo u prefe r s tOI 'ie s set 
in genuine surro undi ngs. I could never g e t on wi t h the t rave l series , 
and wa.s &l 1~ays u11comf' or t ab l e when I read of t he boys goir ,g abr oad. 
I find suct1 plac es a s Cour t field, Waylllild, and Wharton Lodt;e rea l , 
ar:d I pr ef er th e Hamil t on boys "o n tlH~i r own grou nd s." The on l y 
t rav ·el seri e s I liked was th e Hol y·,,,1ood series, and t hen only becaus e 
Coker was in the party . 

GEORGE SELLARS: I think t ha t C}1arl e1c, Iiami .l t on wf;s a eeniu~ , to t h i nk 
ou t al l th~ names he used i.n hi s stor i e s . I c,} , ,;C>' C<:; 1,. ,> •'"c , ··; ,:,oft C\l>Qt 

• :L \t', .. ..... ,v .._ 1 l ·- ... ',/ \., ("'.... .... ~ l ' 

f or H:,;rr y W1:1ar t on ::iec a.u~]c , over 50 ve i:.tr£~ . . ·-1.:::·o .,, be fore I d i s c ov er ed t he V ,_, 7 

'•'1 ·~ ,..,,,:, t '"" "C c· t or [ 1 • .1.t:,~· l \, ' L!-J' , ::,_L .._, .._, 
Tl' ·, y,.,., 1· ed ,, ,·A,, 11 n," n ed i,[J·1 :-;· J • 1-0Ti ••• <,;.,. .. . .~ c.... · -'-'- - ~ f • .. . ., - .. 

hut r1 ·, 1· t YJ;:>r 1,1' •"' l"pr- c,d U, · 1•·1··v . IC _ ._ ,. <..~·-> 4 .:.;;t • • , ,;-;; _J.cl . J ,, r{y nepl1e •:!f., hav e 
I am "' t i 11 l 1 o , i n,,. (. , .. v ... . µ -f:: \J:...i t r;ot:E) of th e:n is H.3.r ry. 

1,ee a Hn.r ry Whc.r t on i n t he farr1i l y. 

T;,.,,.,,, . . ' f l ...... , ·•or e• 1 1, .. y fld .. J v•,•,O 0 Li..._: , 

r.1a.rri ed , a 11c1 ha,re sor1::1 , 
th at one dr:.J':-I mHj r ~le t 

EH.IC FA rl'IB ad ds : ·r he t ravel se ri ,:.s c.r e ou t s 1do the po i.nt in d is-
CUSSJOn o 

woul d find 
Oasts hire . 

'i'he Ha.mil ton bo:ys never went to mythical cour1trie:::, B·ut I 
Har.1psliir .e or Sus sex more conv1r1c1ng than Loamshire or 

* * * * * 
GEMS OF HA11ILTONIA No. 28 (New Ser ies) 

The ketch to re on - a t a p,.i.ce that would ha ve ma.de Bul ly Stc.1mr son 
;1i,.;h, ~1,1d he seen ber, thA. t he was on b oar d ,, " t en - cen t ya·,,J 11 r a ther 
than El heavy Dutch scho one r vri th a bow l i ko [;. Du t c b c hecse. 1'l1c 
wi nd was stiffen i ng ever y mi nute , n.nd th e Hi va.-Os mer. loo k ed a nxio usly 
at the grac efu l ced a r masts that we r e ben di ng 1i ke ,,,•hips u.r:der thei.r 
l oad of canvaB. 

Bu t Ki ng of the I slan ds h£1d sE.iled the Pa c if ic in ev e r y ~Jeatho r 
- he 11-:=td been t f11~ough hurr ic anes in t1ie rE=-:(:;f ... --r1d.ged r:·c:'.:J~:· o:-- t l1e 
So l onior:.:.~, tr 1Tot1f;h he av y ga le s amon t; th e sl1oa1f, of tr1e PHun10 tus, 
t hr ough a roarinf, typhoon in t he Ci1ir:a Sea . He knew t o an i nch what 
s:;:;.il his cr af t wo1.1ld carry in any ,,,ind , he kn e w to ,:in ounce \vhat r1i s 
s t ickf3 would bear. The re '.-:as mor e t }1f1n half a g,.,,_~e blowing wr1cn the 
sun dipped out of t,i gh t rnd darkne ~,'3 fol 1 l ike a cloak on tl1e Paci f i c, 

It was not til l the Po l ynef, i an crew · 1,,1ere cr1attoring with un eas i 
ness , and Ki t Hudson• s f ace 1,1as gr ave , tha t Kine of the Is l and~, gave 
orderf ., to shor t en sail . Koko , a fi 6,ure of bro r1ze, held on his 
course with one eye on the biru1a c le - riot a slan t of e ither eye at 
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t he mountains of canvas overhea d . His faith in Kin g of t he Islands 
•,rou l d not ha-ve been shaken had Ken s pread out his spirmake r in the 
teeth of a typhoon - not that Ki ng of the I slands vJas likely to do so . 

Under shor t sail, the ke t ch s till tore through the water , vri th a 
bone in her teeth. 

Not a s t ar gleamed in the sky; blackness, like a pa l l, l ay on 
the Pacific. Red and green, the l igh ts of t~e Da1·m shone through the 
darkness as she to re on , vii t h gre a t bil lo ws heaving round her , and 
the sp i ndrift. lashing l ike whips · a t the faces of th e men on deck . 

* * * * * 
REVIEW 

THE CHARLES Iill1IL1'0N,. MUSEUM ( 6/- by post) 

It wou l d be impossible to find. a more f as cin a t i ng or m0re worthy 
souveni r fo r th r1 Hamil to n collector than t he illu .i,tra te d br oc hure of 
the Cha.rl es Hamil ton r,1usetu, ; at f•1a idstone . Print ed on glossy art 
p!1per~ l a.·,rish ly il lu s t rated , the boo k wi.11 be tre asu red by a ll the 
f ans . I t ca"l be obtained f or 6/- i ncluding por; tag e fro m Jo hn 'i,'iernha m, 
30 Tonbr id ge Rd ., 1'4a ids to'ne . · I'he res1..1l t sho 1.1ld be l ong qu eues 
£n,.rai tin g admi ssion to th e I'1useum e very day in the c omin g summer. 

A reg,aer, wri tin g i n pra i se of the Museum Book, says "Apart fro m 
t he C.D., .l canno t remembe r when I ha d such goo d value f or money ." 

To a.di to t ha t vroul d be gi ld ing the lily. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Wfl.NTED: Good loose c opies or vol umes con tai ning any one or more of 
the following : .. MAGNETS: 32; 39; 40 ; 41; 42; 44; 45; 131 to 149 
inc l usive , 205; 238; 239; 309; 328; 337; 351 to 359 inc l usive ; 435; 
752; 753; 762; 763; 773; 850; 858; 862; 863; 864; 865; 868; 921; 940; 
942; 951; 985; 988. GEMS: 493; s ome issues be t ween 801 and 832; 
953; 954; 956; 975; 980; 984; 985; 989; 990; 992; 993; 998, 
POPULARS: 452; 455; 466; 472. 

ERIC FAY1JE, EXCELSIOR HOUSE, GROVE RD., SD"RBI TON, SURREY. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
WAI-JTED: I-1.AGNETS No. 10 and 54; 442; 617; 745; 761; 768; 771; 773; 
774; 782; 784; 800; 806; 818; 835; 838; 841; 846; 847; 852;854; 856; 
859, Also GEr1S: Al l years. Your price paid . Wri t e to:-

JIM SWAN, 3, FIFTH AVENUE, LONDON, W. 1 O. 
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B LA KIANA 
Conducted by JOSEPHI NE PACKI•lAJIT, 

27 1 Archdale Road, East Dulwich 1 London , S.E . 22 . 

Firs t of al l I would l i ke to say how gra tified the Sexto n Bla ke 
Circ l e are at the way i n which t he Sexton Blake Catalogue has been 
received . There are nov1 onl y 14 copies left , so t hat anyone who 
stil l want s one had better hurry up ! A li tt le l ate r in the ye::1r th e 
Circle will be sending to al l pur chasers of t l1e cata logue supplement 
ar y pages whi ch can be inserted at the end of th e book with out much 
di ff icu lt y. The informa tio n will contc~in , among other t hi ngs , 
details of Blake films from the early days to date . 

Several readers ha ve v1ri tten ask i r11.-; i f I know 1-mything about the 
Blakn st or i es that appeared in the Penny Pictorial. I do, of cour se , 
alrea dy know th i s. I di d i n fact have some a f ew years ag o. Th.e 
pE~riod .-,;as 1908- 9 , and for the mos t part tl1ey ·were vrrit ten by W. I•l. 
Graydon. I regret to say that l is t s of ti tle s have never become 
availab le - l:ll1d the same app li es to the Blake stor i es publis11ed 111 
Ans·,1ers Weekly in 191 0. 

I have al so been asked about th e Sexto n Blake Annual. There are 
only fou r of t hese - f or the years 1938 to 1941 . Practical l y a l l 
th e s tori es are repr in t s from other earlier publications f eaturing 
the detective. Apart fro m t heir novelt y there are two other go od 
poi nt s about t hem: the print is nice and la r ge , and the i l l us trations 
are by Erie Parker. 

Smal l errors are bound to occur eve n af t er the most caref ul 
scru tiny. Thus, it has been pointed out to me t hat two Union Ja ck 
stories have been omitted from the S. Bl ake Catalogue. 'The detai ls 
a re as fo llow s : (2nd s er ies) 

No. 345 
" 1 211 

The Colonel's Charger 
The Quest of the Limping Man 

(Character - Dr. Satira) 

by W. M. Gra ydon 
by R. M. Gray don 

It vtil l be noticed tha t the Blakiana section of the Digest is 
l ooking very ' th in' just lately . This is because I have no mate ria l 
in hand - and none has bee n for th coming . Al l I can say is that if 
you wish BlfLkiana to continue , t hen it is up to you to pr ovide the 
material! 

JOSIE PACKMAN 
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THE SEXTON BLAKE CP.TALOGlJ'E :i3y "Statistic i an " 

Of all the cata l ogues produced. by the London Ol d Boys Book Club 
i n recent years - I would say (wit h of course due res pec t to the 
compilers of the ot hers) t hat the SEXTON BLAKE CATALOGUE i s f ar the 
best . In view of the tremendous 21Ilount of s tatistics in its pages 
it is really astonishing how few erro r s th ere are! This is due no 
doubt to the painstaking double - checki ng by Derek Adley/B i ll Lofts/ 
Charlie Wright/ and Len Packman. 

I have been given to unders t ar1d from Bi ll Lofts that this data 
was compiled some time ago , and since that date some addi tion al 
i nfor mat i on has come to l i ght . As the ma jor i ty of coll ec to rs, [md 
t hose of course ,vho have the ca t alogue, woul d l ik e to keep the ir s as 
a.ccurate as poss i ble - I have Bi ll' s per missi on to r elease these 
addition al deta il s . Reader s can the r efore inser t their ow-n informa 
ti on ,,:hi ch is as fol lo ws: 

~-~Er..QN BLAKE STORIES IN THE BOYS FRI END LI BRARY ( 1s t Seri es) 

No. 1 65 
No. 172 

Sext on Bl ake 1 s Quest 
Sexton Bl ake Foreman 

Author 
II 

\,{. M. Graydon 
E.W . Ala i s 

Additiona l B.F.L. since disc overe d • • . 

}Jo. 429 Thr ough Unknovn1 Afr j_ca ( Lobangu) " Ceci l Hayter 

UNION JACK additiona l de t ai l s 

No. 297 Sext on Bl ake Publican Author . 
l S nO'i-7 known to be 

E. w. Alais 
No. 30 1 The Great :Motor-Ca r Myster y II A. c. l-1urray 
No. 845 Presumed Dead II R. H. Poole 
l,o. 88 1 1'he Col our Line II R. ,... 

v o Armour 
Noo 8P5 The Hei r to Chiverton II s. G. Shavl ,_, 

Bil l tel l s me th a t al th ough techn i ca ll y it cou l d be a s sumed in a way 
corre ct that JOIDJ AIIDREl•lS was a pen-name of H. Ao Il:in ton contro l ling 
editor a t Amal gmnat ed Pr ess at one per i od, it would be mor e accura t e 
to s1:~y tha t it was an edi tor i al name ( as in t he cas e of Desmond Reid) 
to cover a rewr itten editorial ol d Blak e story . Many edi t ors had 
t his task - mainly Percy C. Clar ke (Martin Fraze r) of Sexton Blake 
fame, Donald Bobi n and W. J . Bayf i el d. 

I have no doubt tl 1at the relllF1ining f ew deta il s missin g fro m the 
ca t alogue will be avai l abl e in time, pl us of course t l1e fe \·r errors 
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not ice<l : I n thi s r e spec t I ';,.1ould s ay, Q S i n ch a r ge of an e lec t ric 
cornputor whic h ii, rep u t ed to be inf al l i b l e 1 error [:; s till do occur! 
So, i n closin g , I wi ll only echo t he wor ds of s o many oth e rs - th e 
Sexto n Bl ake Cata lo gu e ,,,as a ma gnifice nt jo b by al l concer ned i n i ts 
pr oduction. 

"'l'he Deadlier of t he Species" 

* * * * 
R E V I E W 

Desmond Reid 
(Mayf l ower 3/ 6) 

Mrs. Leslie , l ean in e fo rwa rd in he r ch a ir, ;:;nd with a h int of a 
tea r in he r eye s , s,::i.i d i n a 10 1-1 voi ce , "~ir . Blake , y ou must f ind my 
l1usban d. I can I t bea r to thi nk of poor Herbe r t ·wander i ng ar ound t he 
count ry s ornewhere , il l and ,,u.f f e rinr , l lerh£tps even s t a r ving ." He·r 
b0a1.1ti f u1 fac e r ef l e c te d p<'lin an d dist ress cit t he t hou eht. 

Blake tho11ght i t see med l i ke a ro u ti ne 11r.-lis si ng Per son s" case , 
but dec i ded t o put 'I'i nk er on to making a f ew enquir i es. I t if' no t 
l ong ~1oweve r befo re t he c::,.se t a.kes on a defini t e l y s i nis t er a1,pect 
and a bod y i s f ou nd under th e most macf1bre cond.i ti ons. I<i.en t ifica -
t i on t a kes plac e ::,.nd Ble.ke I s s e rvi ce s ar e dispensed 'di th , bu t th ere 
ar e many q·ues tion s th a t r ema i n to b e ansr.·rered , s o ·i.-1i thou t a c l i er1t 
Bl ake a nd Tink er decide to ca.rry ori. ,·:i t h t he i nves tig a t i on. 

lt/a s t he de ath a cc iden t al or ot her wise ? 
On t rio day of Iierbe r t Les lie ': -:: di s a.ppea r a11ce, ;:1nothe r man 1.-l'h O 

hl'ld no previ ous cont ac t wi th him , a l s o van i sh es fr orr. t he same ,9.r e\1., 
Af t er. much pro bing , Bl ake s 1..icce eds in el uc id ating t he wl1ole 

t rag i c affair; bu t riot be for e ano ther l ife i s p l a ced i n j eopard y, 
·This i s a f ir st- rate st ory t ol d •,ri th ou.t r:ir.y 'g i rrur:i cks , ' a detec -

tive s tor y in the true se ns e of th e 1·1or d . I nves ti ga tio n al 1 th e way . 
wi t hou t BlDke or 'ri nke r bei ng in vol ve d i1: any vi ol ence . 

It ;·Tips fr om th e f ir s t pcte-e, F.:lld hol ds you rig ht to the end . 
I c:::1n!t he lp th i nk i ng ab out t h(:? odd choi .ce of tit l e, 'Je c;-1use i t 

,-n1t omat i ca lly na r r o1-rs t he su spe c ts do,.m to two. 
This i s the t h ir d boo k ir1 this pr ese nt se rie s by this author. 

Al th ough thi s one has the ecli tor iHl name of Des mor1d Rei d an d the ot he r 
t wo t ook the narne of Ri ch ard Willi ams , al l thr ee were ,rr i tte n or i gin-
a lly by Step hen Fr anci s. The other s •,tere "The Sn ipe r " and "The Ivlan 
v,i t h t he I r on Chest o '

1 

1'hese s torie s are 130 suc cess f ul I th i nk s ome of the c red i t sh ould 
be gi ven to the or i gi nal author. Ray Nor t on 
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NEWS OF THE CLUBS 
MIDLAND 

f1Ieeting held 22nd February, 1966: 
There was a \,elcome improvement in attendance with ten members 

pr ese nt. 
This month we were able to s t age our usual feature - Anniversary 

number and Collector's i t em pro vi ded as usual by Tom Porter. The 
Anniversary number was Gem No. 2 published on Februa ry 22nd, 1908 and 
th us 58 years old. The Collector's ite m was a Boys' Friend Library 
( Old Series), llfo. 544 entitled "Blake of the Blu e Crusaders." Both 
these books ·were in excell ent condition and e,rin ced great admiration 
and in teres t from the members present. 

Iv an ·webster , our chairmar1 began a tal k , the first of a ser ies 
to be give n in the forthcoming months on "My Coll.ection . 11 He said 
he 1,,as interest ed mai nly in fv!agnetn 1 Gems ELnd Schoolboys' 01,,m 
Li ':)rari es. Start ing l a te and alm os t f rom s cr atch he now l1ad ar ourid 
600 Magn e ts , 500 Gems and 1 20 Schoolboys : Own Libraries . He a~,ked 
in pa ssing if there ~,as anyo11e with a compl e t e set of fllagnets . It 
was thought th at one or t wo collectors mi gh t hav e comple t e sets and 
the re v1ere perhaps about a dozen who were nearing complete sets. 

Madge Corbett in her o,m excel le nt style r ead a chapter from 
11Rallyi ng round Gussy ." 

Af'ter this Ray Bennett showed us a copy of No. 1 of the Champion 
(liew Style) but he was not i mpresse d wi t h i t a nd neith er were t he 
members present. It was nothing at al l l ike t he old "Champion." A 
f u.rthe r point 1,1as raised by Ray re ga rdir 1g our hobby; th er e was no 
proper t itle as 1·1i th some col l ec t ing l1obbies for exarnple, Philatelist 
- s trunp col l ec tin g . Ray was of th e opi ni on th at a proper title was 
urgently needed to give dignity ari.d s t ;:1 tus to our hobby . 

The evenin g ended 1:ri th a game of "Tr.,ent y Ques ti ons ," \·1hich has 
no t been plF.!yed for a very lo ng time. The victims v,er e Jack Corbett, 
r~ran Webs ter, Norman Gregory, and George Cr1atha .m. 

Winners of t he raffle were Ian Par i sh an d George Cha t hrun. 
George ,,,;ins so many times th e ra f f l e is bec oming a mere f ormality. 

Our next meeting is on 29t h March and we hope for anothe r good 
a ttend ance . 

J. F. BELLFIELD 

------- Correspondent. 
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NORT".tIERlf 

Meeting held 12th March, 1966 
In an atmosphere slightly more Spring-like fourteen members 

assem bled for the opening half hour of library , and cha t, after 1,1hich 
Dorothy Robinson had regretfully to leave. Ch airman Geoffrey Wilde 
opened the meeting, a..'1d after the minutes, Trea surer - Librarian 
Gerald Allison gave his financial s tateme nt fol l owed by ex t racts 
from his month's correspondence. These includ ed comment from Tom 
Hopperton on the "Billy Bunt er Name" question , and r.,rord from Roger 
Jen kins abou t t he exce l le nt Charles I-Iarnil to n r1Iuseum cat a l ogue. 
Vice-Ch1c1irrnan Ja ck vlood read a cutting about the official library of 
comi cs in the library of Cor1gress in Wash ir 1gtor1 but these are only 
for studen ts ',rri ting fl treatise, or simil1:,r 1 serious' purposes! 

vle sett l ed dowr1, wi th much brow wrin_"k:l i rig and mut terin g , to a 
qu i z supplied to Gerry b;'.f the London Club. It was to e limin ate 
pairs of words and l eave one 'od d :mr,n out.' Everyone had n word 
over, but only J ack All i son h:.:i.d th e right one - t he wor ~ 'Nor t r,.' 

Geoffrey gav e a reading entitled "The I de E1.l i s t" - a st ory by the 
l ate Frank O'Connor, ·which d·2pic t ed the tr ia l s of an I rint boy t ry in g 
to l ive up to the ideals of th e boys he read about in Eng lis h. s cho ols; 
a superhuman t ask in an a lien a t mosp here , 1.1here eve n th e teacher 
see med affronted on being tol d the truth! Geoffrey's ren.der ing was 
master ly - with a real Irish bro gue . 

vle follo1, red by a. quiz of 30 quer, tions handed to Geoffrey from 
rJir. Hancock , brother of Frank, and found in Fr ank ' s papers . 'ro the 
uYLlcnown compi ler we owe our thanks - it gai.re us much amusement. 
·rhe q_uestions were intrigu ing descriptions of na mes an d places in the 
Hobby, which we ha d to iden tify . Ref res hments arr ived a:3 ,.,e fin i shed , 
and after restoring our s tren gt h, we had the answert,. Geoffrey ,, as 
f irst , fo llo wed by Bill i.iil 1i amson , and Ron Hodgson and Harr y Barlow 
tied for thi rd place. 

An envelope w::-,s then passed to severa.l members for them to dra,.., 
a nHme of a (f a irly) dubi ous hobby character v,1hich t hey 11r.i.ll have to 
defend next meeting in a I Trial' which i i, to take place, but more of 
t his next month. The t ime had come fo r us to bid good-night, and 
depart home after yet ano th er happy meeting. 

Next meeting 9th April, 1966, (Easter Saturday). 

J\1. 1. ALLIS01'J 
Hon. Sec. 
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MERSEYSIDE 

r1ee ting, 13th March 
Eight members at t ended this meeting . As our to tal member sh i p, 

including exiles Frank Case and George Riley, numbers on ly eleven, 
t his was most satisfactory, al though neither George nor Frank 1·1as 
present on t his occasion . Feeling in a rather lazy mood 1·1e spent 
t he evening a lmost entire ly in discussion - the topics ranging far 
and wid e , and embr acing the various headqua rter s of t he section , 
f ormer cha irme n and their l i ttl e fo ibles , ex-members s ,1ch as "Chilly" 
Chi l l i ngworth and Frederick Bovnnan, those 1'rho put in one or ti ,ro brief 
ap pearances an d dislike d either our faces or the meetings, and the 
many correspondents over tl1e years who have sworn the ir un dying 
a llegiance t owards the hobby but have l apsed into myster iou s silence 
1'rl':en inv ited to the meet ings. It has a l ways been a source of vronder 
tl1at so many "enthusiast ic " hobbyi sts jib a t tr ave l l i ng a couple of 
mi l es to .join a sect i on , ;,r.hen, from t he tone of the ir l et ters , they 
,,,oul d be prep ared t o take a .jet pl ane . As the discussions were in a 
,rery l ight-he arted vein , we enjoyed our best l aughs for months. 
Doddy could not have done bette r 'di th his tic kling - st ick. 

It 1,1as left to Pat Laffey to dec ide , towards the end of t he 
meeting, that i t 11as high t ime we got our hea ds dovm to some work . 
He produced a bra in-t easer which bro ug ht us back to reality, al t hough 
a t that stage of the proceed i ngs the old br ai n-boxes had al most 
ceased to function. 'rhere r,,rere four vrinners , with four correc t 
answers out of six. 

Our next meetin g \•ril l be held on Easter Sunday , April 1 Oth , 
ivhen, i n vie1,,; of the Bank Holi day, we a re hoping to see Fr ank Case , 
George Riley and Bi ll Greenwood . Ther e ·wi ll be Easter eggs as 
prj .zes . 

FRANK UNWIJIJ 

* * * * * 
LONDON 

Owing to the indisposition of Bob Bl y th e , the Dollis Hill meet-
ing was tr ansferred at the las t moment t o Crickle,.,ood. And so 35 
members turned up at the home of Bil l and Mar jorie Norris on Sunday, 
March 20th, amongst ,·Thom was Bob Blyt he , happily recover ing good 
he a lt h and able to 5~ve a good report of his Nelson Lee Librar y. In 
the chair for t he first time was that s tal wart of research and 
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statis t i cs , Bi l l Lofts. Bi ll welcomed th e five Becks fro m Lew·es 
an d L. El l iott, the lat ter mak in g hi~~ f irst meet ing . Thanks ,o1ere 
giver ; t o t he hos t s for tak ing over t he meet ing a t suc h short notice. 

More meet in g venues 1,ere arranged and after Rog-er J enk ir ,s had 
gi ven a good re por t of his Hamil to nian libr ary the Charles Hamil ton 
museum booklet was discussed . I t 1.-ras generally agre ed to be a fine 
publica tion, a co ll ector' s must . 'l'he reproductions in it 1<i"ere, i n 
the opinion of a l l pres ent, fir st - c l ass . Order form s were enclosed 
i n t l1e March issue of "Collector s ' Digest " and i n t h.e monthly club 
news l e t ters . It 1:r.=1s pro posed by Br ia r; Doyl e and sec onded by Bob 
Acraman thc::,t a hea rty vote of t hank:13 be g i ven to John WernJ1am f or hi s 
,.,1or k in pr oducing the museum bookl e t . Need l es t~ to s t a. te , it was 
ca rried unanimous ly. 

Len PackmB.n brou gl1t a lo ng t he l a8 t t hre e r-1vailable copies of his 
Sexton Blake cata lo gue. I t hi nk he had two l ef t a t t he end of t he 
meet ing , s o ear l y ap plic a tio n fo r these it 3 adv i::-:.ed . 

Bi l l Hubba r d ga v·e El. discour se on tl1e "Iviagne t" Kenya series, 
Bi ll ha s sp en t a consid er able number of years i r1 Kenya and t h\1s was 
ab l e to speak ·.:i t h s ome authority on the su.bj ect of ge ography and 
l ocation. 

Fol lo wing this Bil l Loft s , with a copy of the or ig in a l I11agnet 
number one nnd als o a copy of the fa sc i mile repr i nt plu s a copy of 
"Comic Read.er,'' compared t he t wo 1·1agnets and sl 1e,.1ed one and a ll t he 
d iffere nces th at are t here. 

Lauri e Sutton's qui z was won by Eric Lav.rrence. Don vlebster and 

J ohn Beck were second. 
1Jext meet ing at Hume House 9 Lordsh ip Lane, 

S .E . 22 , on Sunday, Apri l 17th . Kindly inform 
his priv a te addr ess if i ntending t o be present. 
Richards film s how will t ak e place. 

East Dul 1t!ich , London 
host , Ler, Packrnan, a t 

.A grand Frank 

UNCLE BElJJ Al'F,IN 

Austr a li a Report - See pag e 28 ... 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

TARZAN INFORJvIATION from FRANK LAY 

Tha nks to th i: re s earch es of r1r. 'd. 0. G. Loft s i t is poss i b l e to 
sa .y that the fo l lo win g i s t he a ccu ra t e l i s t of Edgar Ric e Burroughs ' 
re pri nts in Boys Cinem a . 

Ta r zan of the Apes Aug . 14 to Nov. 6 t h, 1920 , Vol . 2 Nos. 36 - 48 
13 issues. 
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Return of 'l'arzan Nov. 13 , 1920 to Jan, 15th , 192 1, Vol . 2 No. 
49 t o Vol . 3 No. 58 , 10 issues. 

The Son of Tarzan Jan. 22 to r·iay 18th , 1921 , Vol . 3 Nos. 59 to 
77, 19 issues. 

Jung le Tales of Tarzan Dec. 3 1, 192 1 to March 4t h, 1922 , Nos . 108 
to 117, 10 issues. 

The Beasts of Tarzan March 11 to June 10th , 1922, Vol . 6 . 1Jot1, 118 
to 131 , 14 i ssues . 

The J ewels of Opar June 17 t o Sep t . 9th , 1922, Vol . 6 . Nos. 132 
to 144 , 13 issues . 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

the postman cal led (Interesting i t eDill from 'l'he 
Edi tor' ~' le tt e r - ba,g) . ·' 

LAUrtIE su·r' i'Ot·J ( Orpi ngtor 1): Pl eas e a l lo•..r rne , t hrou gh the Diges t 
col umns , to ap ol ogize to Roger Jenkins f or a s tat ement tha.t appea r .::i 
in the March C . D. in an ar t ic le und er fl\Y nrune. I t i s s tat ed th a t 
Gorn 386 appe ar s in th e Hamil tonian Li brary Ca ta lo i::-:ue, bu t I have s i nce 
found that my memory ·was confused on t his poir 1t . 

J. P . H. HOBSON (Rei gate) : I vras delig ht ed to discover r ecent l y 
that THE ROVER is s ti l l bc~ing publit,hed every 11'1eek in very much th e 
s ame fo r m as i t was pr i n t ed in the ' 30s when I read it as a boy , and 
my princ i pa l deligh t ·was to fi nd th a t i t is s t ill full of s tori es to 
READ. There are no hor r ib l e str i p pic t ure storie s in THE ROVER, and 
as far as I can disco·-rer , this seemr, t o be the only boys' pape r l eft 
with 32 pages of good reading matter. 

As a schoo lmas t er , I dis li ke 1~tr ip pic t ure papern , excep t for 
very small ch i ldren , and I am very pleA.sed th a t there i s one p;.i.per 
l ef t whi ch wi l l supply a boy I..ri th severE 1l hou rs of re !:l.di ng lllc, t t e r 
each week. It is £', pity t ha t the Thomps on Pr ess never give the names 
of th ei r au t hor s, al so, tha t t he y do not include a story o:-ibou t the 
'I'hompson Press detect i ve Dixon Ha'.·Tke and perhaps a school story , but 
we must be extreme ly gra tefu l to them for pr ov id i ng t h e only week ly 
paper fo r a boy to read. 

1vALTER 1v'EBB (Birmin gham): I foun d the Armua l quite interes ti ng , 
part ic •..1l a rly the J ohn Whe1,·ray a rid Vanguard ar tic les . B1..1t I would l i ke 
the next number t o be mor e rep rese ntbi.tiv e . r1Iore artic les about the 
"bl oods." If contr i butors are not f orthcoming 1-iha.t abou t reprin tir 1g 
sorr.e of those splendid l y inf or mative artic l es by the la t e John I'-1edcraft, 
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R. A. H. Goodyear m1d others on t h i s period of t he o l d boys ' papers ? 
My viev.; i~1 that i f an ol d SBL is good er1ough to be re pr inted, t hen an 
artic l e equa l l y good des e rves a r e-is sue too. 

PETER ViALKER (Nott i ngham) : ~iay I sa y that I alv1ays tu rn fir st to t he 
"Le t's Be Controvers ial " ar ti c le. This I have a.l ways found the most 
in t ere sting and 1,rorth \,rhi le "r egu l ar " of C. D. Consid ering the long 
.i nning s of CeD. I arn con s t ant l y amazed how llk."l.ny new aspects of t h e 
hobby a r e discuss ed mont h by month , and I ce r tain ly think th at "Le t' s 
Be Contr oversia l " sparks of f many very interesting vie1-rpoints . 

'f ~X RI CICARD (Canada) : "Dar1ny's Di ar y'' is nupe r b ! I once had t he 
bour1d edito r ia l fi l e copy of BFL 153 "'l'he Si l en t Thr ee " and agree that 
tl1e s t ory is pr acti c al ly unre ,3.dable. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

1"1ILLIC ENT LYLE RE14EMBERS 

The O.o . rl ,C , ha .s , by the dea t h of Fr ank Pett inge l l the vJel l - kn ovfn 
ac tor, on ~"eb . 17th , l os t a member who, a.l t hol,gh he never at t ended any 
of the meeti ngs was ver y muc~'l one o f t he Club, he :=irt Hnci s oul. 

I was pr i v ilege cl to wor k 1.,ri t h hi m for over a ye ar i n "The Re luc tant 
Pee r" at t he Duchess 'l'l1ea tre, London , and du r i ng th at t ime came t o know 
l1im very wel 1. 

A ki nd ar,d cheer y l~or thc oun tr y:nan, l1e had a pasBion for books 
wh ich he bough t ext ensiv e ly and ev en ,,,rent t o the length of e re cti ng 
ch~ l et s in h i s ga r de n i n Ivlill Hi l l to l1ouse his ev e r-gr o•tJing stock. 

He was very j_n tere s ted t o hear th ::1 t I , too , loved re ~1din g and 
very kindly l ent me innumerable books on all kinds of subjec t s but 
ch ie fly about histo r y for ·dhi ch we :l is co vered a mutual lik i ng. Some 
re marka b le ear ly ed i tion s were a 1nong therr1, ir 1c l uding large bound 
vo lwn es of' 1'Pla y Picto r ial II da ti ng from the beg inniri ~; of t he century 
a nd containing mor;t inte re sting pictu re s of t r1e first rrroducti on of 
r:;any f amous plays , f or he seem ed to pos sess eve :r-y th i ng ev er wr it t en 
ab out the thea tre . 

I once as ked h im v.rriy he nev er came t o our m,~et in gs and he sai d 
" I 1 m a shy per t,on re al l y and not very so ciabl e . 'TI1e t 11ough t of l1av in g 
to t alk to a ro omful of peo ple scares me. E11en as a boy I l1ate d the 
pa rti es a.t Chrir ,t mas and on bir thd ays to whi cl1 I was i n11i ted and used 
t o es cap e to a cor ner wit h a book ." 

'..vi th a ·oook~ 'l':hose three words descri be h i m exactly . 
His dressing -roo m at th e t hea tre was f a r a\vay up s tnirs s o th at 

when he came down t o sta r t the pl c.,y he 1,1as in the ·wing'-~ for the 
duration of the erform an ce . Firs t came r1is dre sse r ca rr· i h i s 
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sp ectacle s , a ele an handk erchie f, his pipe a.nd tin of tobacco, a box 
of thro a t tablets and a g las s of coug h mix t ure (for he was very 
"che s ty") . 111:r. Pettingel l hi mself fol lo wed, armed with en ough books 
to see hi m through any tediou s wait. 

We had many whispered discussions about p lots and authors, 
ra ngi ng from Stanley Weymar1 and Captai n f•Iarryat to Conan Doyle and 
Elizabeth Goudge. 

A clever ac tor, a ste r l ing ch1-1racter and a good fr i end, I am 

glad to have known hi m and shall al ways re member hi rn with real 
affec tio n . 

(EDITORIAL COI~IENT: Very many readers have sent us happy memories 
of th e la te Frank Petti ngel l . It is i mpossib l e to quote fro m them 
al 1 , bu t we t hank t hos e ,,,ho have wri tten . - ED.) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
NE1,1s of th e CLUBS (late report) 

AUSTRALIA 

l\'leet ing held :March 17t h : 
J•i[embe rs met once again su rro u11ded by friend l y rO\·lS of books at 

St:i nley Nichols' GE.;~:li ght Books hop . For t he fi rs t time 
se cret ary , Be t te Pate , was ab s en t, ~io the hard work. vras 
once, by t he President. Bett e 's mother was ill, an d we 
all wi l l be wel l for the nex t meeting. 

. in memory 
don e , for 
a ll hope d 

our 

that 

Le tters were re ad, an.d specia I i te rns wor e passed roun d , such as 
"Saturday }Jight," a Canadi ar1 magazine containing a Hami l ton article 
with a minimu rr for errors; an amrrteu r magazine from America named 
"Comic Reader" which cont1;iined an a.rt i cle on Golden Hours ac ti v ities 
by J ohn Ryan - and t he Char le s Hami l t on I'luseum boo klet which brought 
unqu a li fie d favourable commen t fro rn :~11. J..ls o pa ss ed rour:d was the 
dust -co,r er of t he reco r d "Flor eat Gre;yfria rs." This 1,vas the pi ece de 
re s ista nc e, fJS a reco r d pla yEir h~d bee n br ought along. 

Someone remarke d t h1.~t t he Hamiltoni ans hav e all the l uck , so 
let's hope someone ean preserve f or the 1'Telson Lee i te s the associa 
t ions of Edwy Sear le s Brooks' s l if e . 

We relaxed and listene d to 1'.,loreat Greyf riars, and apa rt from a 
sbu dder or two f rom some a t th e 1nention of "Yaroch" and "Ow," i t ,,,as 
a gre ed that the main piece l iv ed up to its name . 

SYD SMYTH 

* * * * * * * 
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YET ANOTHER BUNTER 

by Frank Vernon Lay & Ray Norton 

"I really don't know ho_w many stories I wrote for 'rrapps and 
Holmes, half - a.- century ag o, but certainly not fewer t han a thousa.nd ," 
wro t e Charles Hamil t on in a l etter to Tom I-Iopperton. Hami l t on further 
·wrote "so far from a 's e rious and de l iberate atte mpt to add the Van
guard ' s scalp to his belt,' that autho r had to guard with his lef t to 
kee r) t he whol e ou tfi t from being la nded on hirn : and cou l d have 
wri tt er1 every si ngle number if he had liked." 

Thes e quotations a.re inspired by the Editorial Feature on 1·d 
1J anguard in th e 1965 C. D. An.n.ual. 

The firs t conclusion we a rri ved at fro m a perusal of the numbers 
from 65 to t he end of th e small seri es No. 137 is that there \•Tere 
qui te a lot more Charles Hrimilton stories under various pen - names and 
Becondly, t hat from No. 125 to 132 with t he exception of No. 130 he 
:3eems to have wri tt en every story. 

No. 49 wa.s the last 1ct Vanguard story to appear under the name of 
Char l es Hamilton al thou gh there were two late r stories of St. Ka te 1 s 
under the name of Frank Drake. It v,ould appear re as onab le to suppose 
tha t t he ed it or of the Vanguard wis hed to disgu i se the fac t th at he 
was st il l publish in g Hamilton' s wor k , but whether it was by a rrange
ment wi th Hamil ton it is impossible to say. Hamil ton sH.ys the pe n
name "Fr ank Drake" was one among a good many so he was obviously aware 
of it s use. As t his is the period 1-1hen he r eall y commenced writing 
in quantity fo r the Amalgamated Pres s it is inte resting to compare the 
s to r ies i,:i th those he wrote for the Magriet and Gem and t hose he wrote 
for t he Amalgamated Pres s prior to the Magnet an d Gem t ales , an d it is 
most s i gnifican t t hat they have much more a f f in ity \•Ti th his ea r lier 
1vork. Frorn this it is an eas y assum ption that the ed i tor of the Van-
guard ha d a st ock-p i le of Hami lt on stories whi ch he gr adual ly used up 
and i n vie w of Hruni 1 ton' r, l ate r colossa l output this i s easy to believe . 

A further pointer to this is the follo1-1ing extract from No . 1 26 
"Sent to Coveritry" by Gi llin gham Jo nes . 

"Bet ter look for your f i lthy lu cre , nob l e vi scoun t," advised Bob , 
and Clivedale did so , and loo ked bl ank . 

"Gone, eh?" asked Bob. 
"Purse and all. " 
"By jove ! this is get ti ng inter es tin g ," said Bob. "Glad my new 

remit t ance hasn't arrived yet." 
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"!•line ha sn't either ," Ned Ainsl ie said , "How about you , BUNTER 
and Chucks?" 

"I had a postal order yesterday f or a sov.," said BUNTER, stick
i ng his podgy hand into his pocket. "I remember 1vrapping it round 
some jujubes. By ginge r, it's gone." 

"Have you been favoured, Spencer?" asked Bob. 
The boy smiled patiently. 
"I have nothing to l ose. The thief knows tha t. My clothes have 

not been disturbed." 
The date of thi s sto ry is 28th September 1909 ,.;hen Bunter was a 

l eading character of the Magnet (see Magnet 76, 24 .7. 09. Bi l ly Bunter 
Edit or, and 81, 28.8.09. Bunter the Boxer etc). There is no doubt 
whatever that this is a Hami l ton story , the hal l marks of Bunter and 
the chara cter-study of Spencer, the poor scholarship boy upon whom 
suspicion vrrongl y f al ls, and the pen-portra its of Ceci l Lord Clivedale 
and his father Lord Ravenspur ar e unmistakable pointers but is it 
fe as ible tha t Hamil t on coul d have wri t ten i t at the same time as t he 
Magnet s t ories? Is it not possible that this 1:las the early Bunter 
st ory that Hamil ton said he wro t e in 1899 and that it 1das held back by 
the editor of the Vanguard because of the Bunter stories by H. Phi lpot t 
lt'lright, the last of which was No. 98 Melan choly }ia.tt, 16.3.09. The 
succeeding Taffy Llewellyn stor i es were al l being detect i ve tales, 

So we now have a total of 26 issues of the Vanguard i'ihich contain 
stories 1,e can attribute to Hamil ton, plus one or t1-10 possibles. Yet 
a bare 20Jc, of the total storie s does not seem to t ie up with Hamilton's 
remarks quoted at the beginning of this article , With one exception, 
( and omi tting several au tho rs who wrote only a f e1,1 stories , ) t he 
re mainder of t he Vanguard's authors, (c. L. Pearce, S. Clarke Hook, 
Stephen H. Agnew, Captain Addi son, A. ll1. Burrage , John G. Rov1e) are 
kno,,m to us from ot her papers . 

The fo l lo\vin g completes the lis t of the Vanguard titles:-
ta, Vanguard 

65. The Dauntless Four H. Philpott Wright continua t ion 
66. The Boys of Minerv a House, C. L. Pearce 
67. Surrounded by Peri ls . Philpott Wright 
68. Comrades of the Fourth. (St. Kate' s ) Fr ank Drake (Chas.Hamilton 

continuation 67 etc.) 
69. 
70 . 
71 • 
72. 

The 
The 
The 
The 

Escape from Assil 
Fate of the Slavers 

Phi lpott Wright 

Return of the Dauntl ess Four 
Fifth Form at Black:minster 

" 
" 
" 

" 
" 
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73. The Tarquinton Treasure, How it was lost and found. C. L. Pearce 
74. Expelled Philpott Wright 
75. The Dexter Diamond. Captain Addison 
77. The Mysterious New Master: or, a Strange Tale of Tompkinson's 

76. 
78. 
79. 
80. 
81. 
82. 
83. 
84. 
85. 
86. 
87. 
88. 
89. 
90. 
91 • 
92. 
93. 
94. 
95. 
96. 
97. 
98. 
99. 

100. 
101 • 
102. 
103, 
104. 
105. 
106. 
107. 
108. 
109. 
11 o. 
111 • 
11 2. 
113. 

Pankick's Peril 
Troublesom Twins 

House. Stephen H. Agnew 
Philpott Wright 

The Salvage of "The Raven" 
In Redman's Land Philpott 
Slightly Mixed 
The Taming of the Brute 
·The End of the Term 
Comrie, Centre Forward 
Billy Barlowe•s Ghost 
Banbury for Blackminster 
Run to Earth 
Sister Maud 
Sexton's Secret 
The Diamond Seekers 
The Trefoild Scar 
With the Colours 
The Mystery of the Grey House 
Foiled at the Finish 
The Brotherhood of Silence 
The Treasure of the Tower 
Town or School 
Melancholy Matt 
Taffy Llewellyn, Detective 
Crime and the Man 
Raising the Siege 
The Great Dagger Case 
For King and Country 
The Hawk Patrol 
The Hands of Justice 
The Human Wolf 
The Cipher Clue 
The Silver Casket 
Grail's Great Coup 
At the Point of the Bayonet 
Foiling all Foes 
In the Power of the Brotherhood 
The Pentland Mystery 

Wright not 

II 

II 

Taffy Llewellyn 
Philpott Wright 
Agnew 
Philpott Wright 
Nigel Wallace 
Philpott Wright 

II 

Captain Addison 
Philpott Wright 

" 
Ridley Redway C.H? 
Captain Addison 

II 

Philpott Wright 
Anon. 
Agnew 
Philpott Wright 
A. M. Burrage 
Philpott Wright 

II 

Captain Addison 
H. Wilson Forbes 
Captain Addison 

II 

II 

" 
" 

H. Philpott Wright 
II 

Captain Addison 
II 

Philpott Wright 
Douglas Mayo 
Philpott Wright 
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114 . 
115 . 
116 . 
117 . 
118. 
119 . 
120 . 
1 21 • 
122. 
123 . 
124. 

125 . 

126. 

127 . 

128 . 

129. 

130. 

1 31 • 

132 . 

133. 
134 . 
135. 
136 . 
137 . 

The Death Light 
A Daring Venture 
The Mystery of Porthawn 
The Yellow Dragon 
Breakin g the Law 
The Island of Ter r or 
For Bri t ai n ' s S~ke 
J ack Fenton' s Secret 
A Remarkab l e Case 
The Mark of the V 
The New Master' s Secr e t 

Wilson Forbes 
Philpott Wright 
Captain Addison 

Philpott Wright T. Ll ewellyn 
Captain Addison 
F. Regi nal d 
Cc:.pt a in Addis on 
Capta i n Addis on 

Capta i n Addi s on T. Llewellyn 
Captain Addison 

contains Wha t Happened to J oseph 
The Galleon's Gold 

by Gillingham Jones 
Ridley Redway 
Gil lingham Jones 
Robert Stanley 
Gil lingham J ones 
Robert Stanley 
127 -

C.H? 

In the Midst of Perils 
Russell Keene for the Empire 
Sent to Coventry (Bunter) 
Russell Keene in Somaliland 
Tom Smart's Schooldays 
The Rajah of Redcl yf fe 
Missing - A Mill i on 
The Bargee's Boy 

The Plot of Norton Held 
On the Fie ld of Modurman 
Two Rogues of Redcl yf f e 
Jack Jingle' s Chum 
The Golden Gobl et 
Comrades 
The Hate of the Sl ave 
Expelle d fro m the School 
For England ' s King or th e 
A Treble Guil t 
Ja ck Gail y and Co. 
The College on the Cl i ff 
That Amazi ng New Boy 
rhe Dese rte d School 
J ack Gaily ' s Circ us 

Ridley Redway 
Gi l l i ngham Jones 
Gillin gham J ones 

Ridley Redway 
Rid l ey Redway 

Ridley Redway 
Ridle y Redway 

Riv al Dukes 

128 Nice boys at 
School 

" 
(Redclyffe) 

Redclyffe 

Redclyffe 

R. Redway 

Stephen H. Agnew 
II 

II 

II 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Wanted GEMS before 1310 . 
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